
1

Sustainable Winegrowing New 
Zealand: A world leading 
certification programme 

Dr Edwin Massey (General Manager – New Zealand 
Winegrowers)
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New Zealand Winegrowers Environment Strategy
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Voluntary sustainability accreditation programme – objectives:
• Provide standards and guidance for members to ensure stewardship across key focus 

areas of sustainability.

• Provide members with a regular set of benchmarks enabling them to make informed 
business decisions across key focus areas with the aim of continuous improvement.

• Protect and enhance the reputation of the New Zealand wine industry nationally and 
abroad by ensuring the industry’s social license to operate.

Sustainable Winegrowing NZ Objectives 



Timeline
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In 1995 SWNZ established for vineyard 
certification

In 2002 SWNZ certification widened to include 
wineries

Currently 96% of vineyard area in New Zealand 
certified with SWNZ; and

90% of wine produced made in SWNZ-certified 
facilities 

Globally recognised and world leading

Scorecard review process began in 2019 – first 
step in reviewing/refining SWNZ
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SWNZ Certification for Vineyards

Questionnaire
Audit 
Verification

Biosecurity 
Vineyard 
Register

Due 30 June each year 3-yearly cycle

Spray Diary
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2020/21 Questionnaire requirements

Water
• Irrigation & frost 

protection
• Regulatory 

requirements
• Water optimisation & 

efficiency

Audit 
Verification

Pest & Disease
• Monitoring 

procedures
• Spray management & 

certifications
• Biosecurity

Soil
• Soil makeup and 

health
• Under-vine & inter-

row management
• Nutritional/biological 

inputs

Waste
• Waste management
• Waste reduction 

initiatives
• Vineyard posts & 

grape marc

People
• Key documents (H&S 

plan, site map, SOPs)
• Employment 

agreements
• Agrichemical & fuel 

storage

Climate Change
• Carbon certification
• Energy inputs (diesel, 

electricity, petrol)
• Carbon footprint 

minimisation
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Quantitative reporting

Water
• Total water used for 

irrigation and frost 
protection

• Total area irrigated

Audit 
Verification

Pest & Disease
• Spray inputs recorded 

in GrapeLink spray 
diary

Soil
• Nutritional inputs 

recorded in GrapeLink
spray diary

• Area contributed for 
biodiversity

Waste
• Total waste sent to 

landfill
• Amount of grape 

marc spread & 
vineyard area

PeopleClimate Change
• Annual emissions (if 

verified)
• Total amount of 

diesel, petrol and 
electricity used
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Benchmarking
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SET GOALS

ESTABLISH BASELINES

MEASURE PROGRESS

Financial sustainability through benchmarking: If you can measure 
it you can manage it

IMPROVE/MODIFY PRACTICES



Learnings: To be successful a sustainability  
programme should:
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Create value for 
members:

01
Be verified 
through 
independent 
audit 

02
Be supported 
by good 
technology and 
communication

03
Be open to 
review, refresh 
and change
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Thank You!

Dr Edwin Massey (GM Sustainability)
New Zealand Winegrowers 
E: Edwin.massey@nzwine.com

mailto:Edwin.massey@nzwine.com

